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BREEDING SHEEP (1498) 

Stags Auctioneers at South Molton Market report a smaller than usual number entry at the annual Sheep Fair sale of 

Breeding Sheep. A total of 1498 sheep were forward this year and met an overall clearance rate of 84% which when con-

sidering the severe lack of grass and ongoing Bluetongue issues was actually a better than expected clearance rate. All 

sheep that were catalogued were forward and to the vendors credit were all looking really well, and all except one pen 

were Bluetongue vaccinated. Trade was always going to be steadier than earlier breeding sales given the ongoing dry 

weather, although it did rain on the morning of the sale.  

The sale kicked off with the breeding ewes where prices topped at £282 for a pen of Suffolk Mule Shearlings from Mr J 

Simons of Chard; who also sold another pen of 20 at £270. A total of 369 forward Suffolk Mules averaged £262.17 

which is up £45.89 on the year. With other prices including £275 for a pen of 20 from Messrs MJ & DM Lake of South 

Molton; £270 for a pen of 35 from Messrs JWJ Milton of West Anstey; £268 and £265 for 2 pens from Messrs H & M 

Thorne of Warkleigh and £260 for 2 pens from Messrs WH & JC Hayes of Twitchen.  

Texel Mule Shearlings topped at £270 for a pen from Mr NA Cooke of Torrington; next best was £265 for a pen from 

Messrs RJ & J Ridd of Barnstaple; then Messrs H & M Thorne of Warkleigh had 3 pens at £245, £242 and £242. Cheviot 

Mules sold to £245 for a pen from Mr GR McLeod of Swimbridge. A total of 269 Whiteface Shearlings averaged £231.43 

which is up £22.46 on the year.  

The biggest entry was the Mule Shearlings which topped at £268 for a pen of 22 from Messrs H & M Thorne of War-

kleigh. The same vendor had other pens at £262, £255 (4 times) and £252. Next best at £265 was a pen of 20 from Ash-

ley Game Farm LTD of Wembworthy who also had other pens at £260, £248, £242 (twice) and £240 (twice). Mr DJ Wool-

lacott of South Molton had pens to £252, £248 and £235. Messrs DWC & MJ Elworthy of Umberleigh had pens to £235, 

£232 and £230; and Messrs MJ & DM Lake of South Molton sold his pens at £230. A total of 608 Mule Shearlings aver-

aged £244.12 which was up £27.84 on the year.   

 

Older ewes sold to a top of £200 for a pen of 20 Full Mouth Mules from Mr GR McLeod of Swimbridge who also had oth-

er pens at £195, £180, £175, £172 and £170 (twice). Other Full Mouth Mules sold to £190 for a pen from Messrs A & C 

Rowland of Bampton who also had pens at £180. Suffolk Mules sold to £195 for a pen of 23 Full Mouths (odd one had 

lost sides) for Mr CA Govier of Wiveliscombe who also had a pen of 17 Texel x similar ages at £190. A total of 239 older 

breeding ewes averaged £187.84 which was up £10.96 on the year.   

One pen of 10 Easycare Ewe Lambs (not Bluetongue vaccinated) sold to £100 for Mr RH Stevens of Umberleigh. 

A smaller entry of rams and a phenomenal trade. A packed shed full of buyers which resulted in a very strong clearance 

rate. Strongest demand for those with the longest vaccine history and those with plenty of power whilst remaining good 

on their legs. An overall average of £676 which is up £138.76 on the year. Topping the ram entry at £750 was seen for 

both Mrs K Hill of Sampford Arundell for her 2T Suffolk ram and also for Mr D Smith of Chulmleigh for his 2T Suffolk ram.   
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